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Edexcel and BTEC qualificat ions com e from  Pearson, the world’s leading 

learning com pany. We provide a wide range of qualificat ions including 

academ ic, vocat ional, occupat ional and specific program m es for em ployers. 

For further inform at ion, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our 

GCSE team  on 0844 576 0027, or visit  our qualificat ions website at  

www.edexcel.com . For inform at ion about  our BTEC qualificat ions, please call 

0844 576 0026, or visit  our website at  www.btec.co.uk. 

 

I f you have any subject  specific quest ions about  this specificat ion that  

require the help of a subject  specialist , you m ay find our Ask The Expert  

em ail service helpful.   

 

Ask The Expert  can be accessed online at  the following link:   

 

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / Aboutus/ contact -us/   

 

Alternat ively, you can speak direct ly to a subject  specialist  at  Pearson about  

Edexcel qualificat ions on our dedicated English telephone line:  

08443722188 
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Our aim  is to help everyone progress in their  lives through educat ion. We 

believe in every kind of learning, for all k inds of people, wherever they are 

in the world. We’ve been involved in educat ion for over 150 years, and by 

working across 70 count r ies, in 100 languages, we have built  an 

internat ional reputat ion for raising achievem ent  through innovat ion in 

educat ion. Find out  m ore about  how we can help you and your students at :  
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Qu est ion  1  Read in g  

 

Quest ion 1 was based on Refugee Blues from  the Edexcel Anthology. 

Candidates were asked to explain how the writer t r ies to m ake the reader 

sym pathise with the refugees in the poem . The quest ion provided 

support ive bullet  points direct ing candidates to address the challenges the 

refugees face, the react ions of the narrator, cont rasts in the poem  and the 

use of language. The quest ion was accessible to candidates and alm ost  all 

candidates m ade som e at tem pt  to answer it .  Candidates responded well to 

the text  and for the m ost  part  seem ed to have enjoyed it .  Som e exam iners 

reported seeing a greater at tent ion to language in these responses 

com pared to those from  previous series, with candidates able to 

dem onst rate understanding rather than just  offer explanat ion. Answers 

were on the whole organised, thought ful and clear. Many were detailed and 

thorough, dem onst rat ing understanding of them e and ideas. Most  

candidates could explain som e form  of cont rasts in term s of the t reatm ent  

of the refugees com pared to the t reatm ent  of anim als and others. I n alm ost  

all of the responses the candidates were aware of the predicam ent  of the 

refugees and responded with sym pathy and sensit iv ity. Som e bet ter 

responses were able respond to the 'blues' and the biblical elem ents as well 

as the histor ical context , and m ake direct  links between the subjugat ion of 

the negroes in Am erica and that  of the Jews in Germ any. Many responses 

ident ified literary devices including repet it ion with the st ronger answers 

using these to support  their  interpretat ion of the text  rather than 

ident ificat ion being an end in itself.  Weaker responses were often narrat ive-

based and did lit t le m ore than retell the story of the poem . Bet ter responses 

tended not  to go through the text  in chronological order but  m ade a series 

of analyt ical points and then supported them  with apt ly chosen evidence 

from  the passage. 

 

Qu est ion  2  

 

Qu est ion  2 a 

 

This quest ion asked candidates to respond in favour or against  spending 

large sum s of public m oney on sport ing events such as the Olym pics. This 

was clearly a highly topical area and m any candidates were clearly engaged 

by it .  Not  surpr isingly, m any had st rong views and these were often well 

expressed even though the m aterial was at  t im es som ewhat  over-used and 

not  always their  own opinion. Even at  the lower end of the m arks there 

were som e clear views on the subject  com m unicated to the reader. Many 

m ade the points about  the ethical and m oral considerat ions of spending on 

sport  instead of helping the poor and the needy, or providing bet ter public 

services, part icular ly schools and hospitals. The best  responses were those 

that  had been taught  the techniques of explanat ion and just ificat ion and 

could dem onst rate these with flair  so as to produce a piece of writ ing that  

was skilful in its use of language. Som e candidates presented a balanced 

essay not ing points in favour of and against  spending on sport ing events 

and these were credited equally with those that  adopted a single point  of 

view. Answers in the m id- range often com m unicated clearly but  were held 



 

back by a lack of variety in sentence use and in vocabulary. Weaker 

responses were generally lacking in clarity and were character ised by a lack 

of cont rol in paragraphing and st ructure.  

 

Qu est ion  2 b  

 

This quest ion asked candidates to write a let ter to a fr iend persuading him  

or her to give up their bullying ways. Of the three writ ing quest ions this was 

the least  popular. Som e exam iners felt  that  som e weaker candidates had 

chosen this because of the fam iliar it y of the let ter form at , and perhaps it  

was a topic with which they could ident ify. This som et im es produced 

answers that  were too close to the writers’ personal experiences and as a 

result  tended to adopt  an anecdotal rather than persuasive style. I n these 

expression was often lim ited and content  often lacked any real depth of 

thought . Those who recognised the difficulty in adopt ing an appropriate 

tone that  was persuasive and yet  also fr iendly and able to adm onish all at  

the sam e t im e, these were the m ore successful responses. Weaker 

responses were often br ief and st ruggled to write at  length without  

repet it ion and also found it  difficult  to find an appropriate tone and st ructure 

for this piece of writ ing. As ever, it  is the overall shape of the writ ing that  

weaker candidates st ruggle with. 

 

Qu est ion  2 c 

 

The prom pt  of “A new start ”  was ext rem ely effect ive in generat ing a wide 

range of interest ing responses that  were influenced by an im pressive range 

of interests and experiences. I n reality m ost  dealt  with m oving hom e or 

m oving school. Candidates were able to effect ively respond to the quest ion 

using a wide variety of narrat ive techniques and this proved to be an 

effect ive discr im inator for their  differ ing levels of abilit y. Once again a sm all 

num ber of responses were on occasion very cont r ived:  it  looked as though a 

set  answer had been learnt  and the answer sought  to m anipulate this essay 

t it le to accom m odate it .  Cent res should be aware that  this is not  considered 

good pract ice as it  seldom  allows candidates to wr ite freely in a way that  

fully enables them  to achieve the highest  m arks. One notable feature of 

responses to this quest ion is that  they were often able to exhibit  skills in 

craft ing sentences. Weaker answers were often very clichéd in their  

approach and lacking in sufficient  cont rol and range of expression to fully  

realise what  they were t rying to convey. The highest  scoring answers 

tended to create works of genuinely com pelling com m unicat ive im pact  

where a wide range of techniques was subt ly used to craft  and sustain the 

reader’s response. 
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